Request for Public Comment: Small Business Grants 
                          Public Comment Form

Participants should be aware of the following: Participation is completely voluntary and will not result in any preference or selection for any state or federally funded contract or grant through Washington State Department of Commerce. Answer all questions in the spaces provided. Electronically submit via email to bizgrants@commerce.wa.gov by March 4, 2022. 

Note: Commenters are encouraged to address any or all of the questions in this Request for Public Comment. Comments that contain references to studies, research, and other empirical data that are not widely published should include copies of the referenced materials with the submitted notes, if available. 

Date: Click or tap to enter a date. 
Business/Organization Name: Click or tap here to enter text.                                            
Doing Business As: Click or tap here to enter text.
City & County of Business: Click or tap here to enter text. 
Name of Representative: Click or tap here to enter text.

The following questions serve as a guide for information requested by Commerce for our partners to comment and provide further recommendations:

Eligibility

1. The legislation requires that to be eligible for this program, a business must have generated no more than $5,000,000 in gross receipts during the most recent calendar year. How do you recommend that Commerce verifies that the applicant showcases this information? 

In previous rounds, we have utilized tax returns, self-attestation, and the Washington State Department of Revenue to verify this revenue requirement. However, some businesses and non-profits are not required to report their gross receipts to the Department of Revenue, so this tactic cannot be used alone for this new program. It is also preferred to find a method that does not rely on staffing support from other agencies as this increases the cost and can add more time to get the grant funding to applicants.
[bookmark: Text1]     

2. The legislation allows for Commerce to prioritize eligible businesses and nonprofit organizations that have not yet received a grant under the Working Washington grant program. How do you recommend we prioritize businesses that have not received a prior Working Washington grant? 

[bookmark: Text2]In previous rounds Commerce was required to deduct prior Working Washington grant awards from any amount awarded in the most current round. Over 25,000 awards and nearly $500 million has been distributed through this program. This method was used to prioritize funding for businesses that had received the least amount of assistance from the Department of Commerce. However, most applicants in the last two rounds were prior Working Washington Grants awardees.
     

Business Sector Focus

3. [bookmark: Text3]What sectors/types of businesses in your community continue to experience the most challenges in recovering from the pandemic’s impact? Please provide examples of some of these challenges:
     

4. The legislation allocates at least 50% ($25 million) of the funding to eligible businesses and nonprofit organizations in the arts, heritage, and science sectors. This includes those that operate live entertainment venues. The Governor’s budget proposes that 64% ($45 million) of the funding be directed to this sector.*

Commerce is open to ideas for how to define the businesses and organizations within the “arts, heritage, and science sectors” that can qualify for these grants. Please provide your thoughts on an appropriate definition. Alternatively, Commerce is considering the following definition:

“Businesses whose primary mission is to create or promote artistic, cultural, or heritage programs, performances, or works for community enrichment, or whose primary mission is to provide programs that teach or promote STEM fields for their community.”
[bookmark: Text4]     
Do you have recommendations for improvement or clarification to this definition? Please comment on any challenges that may result for determining eligible businesses under this definition.
[bookmark: Text5]     
* Until the legislature adjourns on March 10, 2022, and the Governor signs the budget, a final amount will not be known.

Process

5. In the most recent Working Washington grant rounds, Commerce administered the program by partnering with a third party vendor to host the application portal and distribute award funds. This included the payment processor given the challenges a state agency has under the state constitution to give money directly to a business or organization. What recommendations do you have for future grant administration and disbursement? Is there a specific program or feature of a grant platform that you have had a positive experience using? Commerce typically does not consider options above 5% of the total program for such contracts.
[bookmark: Text6]     
6. Do you have suggestions for how Commerce can best message the availability (outreach) of Working Washington grants: Round 5 to unserved or historically disadvantaged communities?
[bookmark: Text7]     
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7. [bookmark: Text8][bookmark: _GoBack]Are there any general comments or recommendations related to the next round of Working Washington grants that you would like to share with Commerce? 
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